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federation; whilst many Free Traders shrank from putting
their principle of free trade in the power of the Victorian
Protectionists.   So threatening was the situation that Sir
Henry Parkes despaired of carrying federation through by
parliamentary action alone.   The only feasible plan was,
he wrote,' for the people themselves, the electors, who sent
us into this Assembly, the electors themselves throughout
the Colonies, to elect another Convention to revise the
draft Constitution of the late Convention, or to frame a new
Bill, if in their wisdom they think proper to do so/   In
the light of the subsequent history we see the wisdom of
Sir Henry Parkes's advice, but at the time it was neglected.
The subject was up to a certain point dealt with by the
Victorian, the South Australian, and the Tasmanian Legis-
latures; but there was little driving force behind, and
when, in 1893, the consideration of the Bill by the New
South Wales Parliament was indefinitely postponed, the
fate of federation throughout Australia was for the time
sealed.   Financial depression further played its part in the
nineties in occupying men's minds with other thoughts
than those of political federation.    The Australian Parlia-
ments had failed in their attempts to bring about federa-
tion; it remained to create a public opinion amongst the
rank and file of the people in favour of the movement.   To
the Australian Natives Association, a social and political
organization, which advocated a federated Australia for an
Australian nation, belongs the credit of having aroused
public opinion from its long apathy.   An Australian Federa-
tion League was formed, with numerous branches, and in
the summer of 1893 a resolution was passed at a numerously
attended Conference, which first made possible the sub-
sequent course of events.   It recommended that the legis-
lature  of each Australian Colony should pass  an Act
providing for the election of representatives to attend
$ Statutoiy Convention or Congress to consider and adopt
a Bill to establish a federal Constitution for Australia,